HOW TO CONTEND FOR THE TRUTH

1. False Doctrine: We are only saved by GRACE and it is a gift from God, which means that we don’t need to do any WORKS in order to be saved. And because of that, Baptism is optional.
Ephesians 2:8–9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

RESPONSE:
1. We don’t do works of RIGHTEOUSNESS (Titus 3:5) to earn our salvation but we do WORKS that demonstrate our FAITH and our OBEDIENCE to God’s will.
Ephesians 2:10 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
James 2:20, 26: 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
John 3:5, 7: 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
 Mark 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
2. We cannot ignore the other parts of the Bible that correctly teach the plan of Salvation (2 Timothy 3:16), such as what the Apostles taught and applied in the Book of Acts for souls to be saved:
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
Acts 2:37-38: 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
EXAMPLES of those who OBEYED the Plan of Salvation:

Jews – Acts 2:38
Samaritans – Acts 8: 15-17
Cornelius / Gentiles – Acts 10:44 -48
Ephesians – Acts 19:4-6
Paul – Acts 22:16 (his water baptism)


2. False Doctrine: We can all be saved the same way as the Thief on the Cross (only by repentance; no need to get baptized, etc.).

RESPONSE:
· The New Testament Plan of Salvation (to be born-again; Acts:2:38) was not applicable (yet) for the thief on the cross since Jesus was still alive at that time he repented.

Hebrews 9:16–17 16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 
· The NT plan of salvation became applicable AFTER Christ’s death. This is also why John the Baptist’s disciples (Acts 19:1-6) were RE-BAPTIZED in the name of Jesus and had to also RECEIVE the gift of the HOLY GHOST.

3. False Doctrine: You can’t take the Word of God literally or as a complete book because Jesus stated that there were other things that were not recorded in the Bible. Thus, you are entitled to your own interpretation.
John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 
RESPONSE:
John 20:30–31 30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

You cannot ADD or TAKE AWAY anything from the written Word of God:
Proverbs 30:5–6 5 Every word of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 6 Add thou not unto his words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 
Deuteronomy 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 
Revelation 22:18  For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk177045810]False Doctrine: All you need to do to be saved is to Accept the Lord as your Savior.
Romans 10:9, 13
 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 


Response:
This interpretation is incorrect because Paul was not teaching them HOW to be saved because the church of Rome comprised of believers who were ALREADY saved back in the Book of Acts.
· The Church of Rome comprised of converted believers in Rome:
Romans 1:1, 7-8 PAUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 
· Cornelius, a Centurion, was the first Roman convert. He and his household obeyed the gospel in Acts 10. 
· Paul’s very last ministry was to the believers in Rome (Acts 28:16, 30-31).

What did Paul mean by his statements in Romans 10:9 and Romans 10:13?
For Romans 10:9: 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
His purpose was not to make a “new” doctrine of Salvation nor to replace their born-again experience. Rather, he was providing more foundation to the converted believers about their born-again experience wherein their SPOKEN FAITH was necessary to ensure their salvation (Rom. 10:10). For without faith we can never please God (Heb. 11:6). 

For Romans 10:13: 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
To get the right context, it helps to read the succeeding verses 14-16:
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?

These verses teach us that CALLING on the name of the Lord is more than just verbally speaking His name. For it requires hearing, believing and then OBEYING the gospel of Jesus Christ.   CALLING = BELIEVING = OBEYING THE GOSPEL 


5. False Doctrine: All we need to do to be saved is to just believe on the Lord. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
RESPONSE: To get the correct context of this scripture, we should read the BEGINNING of chapter 3 (verses 3-7) wherein Jesus emphatically teaches how we need to be born-again in order to be saved. 

Verse 16 qualifies that Jesus’ human life was the expression of God’s love that whosoever believes in Him will respond and become part of His kingdom. And this born-again experience is what provides everlasting life with the Savior.
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